
   ESSA BRIDGE MEETING MINUTES  

    FEBRUARY 6 2017 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:45.    Present at the meeting were Dave 

Buchanan, Lee Patrick, John Moore, Betsy Cottingham, John Womack, Cindy 

Shelton, George Breig, and Pete Genero. 

Cindy Shelton gave a report of recent minutes from the last Change of Watch 

Dinner on January 21 2017, which was distributed at the meeting.  A total of 42 

members attended the Dinner at Brew River, an increase of ten from last year. A 

few members overbooked so we overpaid for a few dinners, but overall the 

income from the dinner and expenditures was very close.   

 

Lee Patrick gave the Treasurers Report and this was distributed to the bridge.  

Our total balance in checking and savings is $9316.95.  To date we have brought 

in $750 in racing fees, $510 in single membership and $585 in family 

membership. Lee will also be adjusting the membership forms to make them 

simpler for renewing members, and more stream -lined . 

 

George Brieg, Choptank Fleet Captain, reported that he updated the Race 

Committee Responsibilities.  He also created an electronic version of the Results 

page, to be used by the Choptank Fleet, which he gave to Dave to discuss at the 

Fleet Captains meeting in April.  He also came up with a suggested Course List, 

which could be used by the Committee Boat, looking at wind conditions, tides 

etc. A Distance chart will also be discussed at the Fleet Captains meeting. 

 

The rules for the Stegman Smith Cup were also discussed and will be further 

followed up on in the April Meeting.  Separate start times for the Spinnaker and 

Non-Spinnaker was mentioned. 

 



Betsy Cottingham, Tangier Fleet Captain, indicated there wlil be a Tangier Fleet 

meeting on April 8th. No other major changes for racing were anticipated at this 

time. 

 

Dave announced that Eric Johnston will no longer be involved in developing the 

ESSA website.   

John Moore will be in charge of adding updates for the TELL TALE. 

There was a discussion by Dave as to whether we needed the TELL TALE, the 

Website and the BLOG.  It was determined that we did need all three, the 

website being used primarily for recruitment of non-members, while the TELL 

TALE is our newsletter and the BLOB can be used to put out race results etc and 

special notices. 

Bruce Frantz will be looking into whether there are any new US Sailing 

Regulations for this year. 

 

Dave indicated that we need a new yearbook for 2016 and 2017, with news of 

happenings from each fleet being included. 

 

The upcoming Winter lunch meetings will be as follows: 

February 25, a luncheon at Jimmie and Sooks in Cambridge from 11:30 to 2 has 

been scheduled,  The speaker is Scott Todd, a waterman from Cambridge, a 

skipjack owner and previous America’s Cup participant. 

 

March  25 a luncheon at La Tolteca Mexican restaurant in Salisbury has been 

scheduled from noon to 2 p.m.  John Womack will discuss the Rules of Racing. 

 

The Tangier Fleet will begin its racing season on May 11 to June 15 for its first 

series.  The second series will be from June 22-July 27, and the third series will 



be from August 3- September 7.  The Gray Goose will take place on October 22 

and the Gosling will take place on October 29. 

 

Small Boat Days will be June 25, July 23 and August 20. 

 

Choptank Fleet races will begin on May 10, continuing each Wednesday.  The 

date for the Wild Goose will be decided at a later date, but several dates in 

September are being considered. 

 

The next Bridge Meeting has been scheduled for March 7 at 5:45 p.m. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 


