
Eastern Shore Sailing Association 

TellTale 

PO Box 374  -  Salisbury, MD 21803  -  www. essasailing.com 

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────── 

October 9, 2013 
 

Touché Wins Wild Goose Chase 
October General Meeting Rescheduled  

Choptank Cup and Gray Goose this Weekend 

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────── 
 

 

Choptank Wild Goose Chase  

 
Touché wins Wild Goose Chase 

The 2013 edition of the annual Wild Goose Chase, a 
thirteen mile modified reverse PHRF race from 
Cambridge to the Choptank Light and back ran on  
September 21 in 13 knot wind with gusts over 20.  
Nine boats began the course over a forty-five minute 
period as handicaps were represented by delayed 
starting times.  First place was taken by Touché and 
Skipper Bob Dickey who overcame a starting 
handicap of 26 minutes and passed three earlier 
starting boats to cross the line first, followed by Lazy 
Ethel and Dotty Holoubek (26 minute handicap)in 
second, with Reveille and Tom Jackson (39 minute 
handicap) taking third.  The time handicapping 
system was quite effective with seven boats finishing 
within fifteen minutes of the winner.  
 Congratulations to all skippers and crews! 
    
October General Meeting Rescheduled 

     The October General Membership meeting 

during which Bridge Elections are held has been 

rescheduled to November 23 at the Annual Awards 

Dinner.  In the near future, members will receive the 

recommendations of the Nominating Committee for 

all Bridge Offices and will be asked to submit any 

additional nominees.  Also nominations will be sought 

for the 2014 Nominating Committee.   

Choptank Cup and Gray Goose Race this 

Weekend 

The weekend of October 12 and 13 will be an active 

one as both fleets have special events scheduled. 

On Saturday the Choptank Fleet will hold its premier 

event of the year, the Choptank Cup.  This is a 30 

nautical mile race from near Cambridge, 

around Sharps Island Light and back. There 

is a Skipper’s Meeting at 9:00 AM followed 

by the race start at 10:00.  There is a $10.00 

trophy fee charged for this event to be paid 

at the Skipper’s meeting. Race Instructions have 

been emailed to Choptank Fleet racers and are 

available on line at http://essasailing.com/racing--

cruising.html.  Some boats are still seeking crew, 

including Aura, Bob Gallaghers J-100.  If interested 

contact Bob at rgallagher1@fuse.net.  For additional 

information contact Fleet Captain Dave Buchanan 

xlz642@verizon.net. 

On Sunday the Tangier Fleet will hold its annual 

Gray Goose Race and October Fest cook out at 

Cedar Hill Marina. The Skippers Meeting is at 1:30 

PM with the race beginning at 2:00. All members are 

invited to the dock-side October Fest which begins 

about 4:00. Please bring a side dish or dessert to 

share. 

The Gray Goose Race was part of an effort initiated 

11 years ago to extend the fall racing season for the 

Bivalve fleet. John Motsko came up with the idea of 

hosting a race using a reverse start, with the boat 

that finished last overall in the summer season, 

started first in the Gray Goose, and the boat that 

finished first in the summer season, started last. 

After the race, an October Fest has been held at the 

home of John & Janine Motsko.   John and Janine 
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are unable to host this year, but we would like to 

thank them for starting the tradition and sharing their 

lovely home with us.   

Another tradition started at that first October Fest was 

the passing around of the “Grey Goose” vodka.  The 

first year's winner took a shot from the original bottle 

of Grey Goose and the bottle was passed around 

until each participant had a shot. The original bottle 

was about half empty and saved until the following 

season, where subsequent winners were to take a 

shot from the original bottle, then replace it  from a 

new bottle and the next bottle "killed" by the 

remaining captains and crew. So the 2003 bottle still 

exists and will again be used for 2013. For additional 

information contact Barry Hall, bhall@fullerhall.com. 

 

More Tangier Fleet October Events 

The sailing season is far from over for the 

Tangier Fleet.  The annual Gosling Race will be held 

on October 20 starting at 2:00 followed by a “Dark 

and Stormy” party hosted by member Bob Gordon at 

his home beginning about 4:30.  

 In addition, a Year- End pizza party will be held at 

Boonie’s Restaurant in Tyaskin on October 27. Cost 

is $10.00. Further details on these will be forthcoming 

from the Fleet Captain. 

.  All members are invited to both events. 

 

Book About the Nanticoke River Available 

The Friends of the Nanticoke River are making 

available an autographed copy of " The Nanticoke": 

Portrait of a Chesapeake River" at a very special 

price. If you have not seen this publication, it's a 

classic and its authors are two of the most notable 

conservation individuals in the area. Tom Horton and 

David Harp are true professionals who have 

partnered to make this wonderful book possible. 

The Friends of the Nanticoke River have a limited 

number of copies available at the very special price 

of only $15. We will have copies available on the 

Oyster Spat delivery day. To reserve a copy, please 

respond to this message as soon as possible. See 

the attachment for a description of the book. 

Contact John Motsko for more information at 

jmmtyaskin@comcast.net 

 Awards Dinner and General Meeting 

 The Annual Awards Dinner and General 

Meeting for election of officers will be held on 

Saturday, November 23, 2013 at Jimmy and Sooks, 

527 Poplar Street, Cambridge MD.  The event will 

begin with a social hour including appetizers and a 

cash bar at 6:00 PM followed by dinner at 7:00.  A 

brief General Meeting will be held immediately 

following dinner with presentation of awards 

following.  The choice of entrees are: 

 Carved Prime Rib served medium      

 Grilled Chicken Breast topped with Crab 

Imperial 

 Vegetarian 

The cost of the event is $30.00 per person payable at 

the door by check or cash.  Please RSVP to ESSA 

Treasurer Neil Carey (rogernc1@msn.com) with the 

number in your party and choice of entrees by 

November 17. 

 

 

 

 
Some close finishes at end of Wild Goose Chase  
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